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RIBIAT-HALCHOS OF PESACH 508-510 .7
a-1) Suggestion #2; Eating egg matzah at the table

A second suggestion for the Shabbos meals on this special Shabbos is the
use of egg Matzos (instead of bread/Challa) for the Motzi,” ¥ = T2 ™™ 8% ¥ {[ge
of'egg Matzah might be more practical for families with small children since egg
Matzah involves a lesser Pesach risk than bread. (Most Poskim rule that egg
matzah is not Chometz, as shall be explained further.)

I: Disadvantages of egg Matzah

There is some element of Halachic doubt surrounding the Brocha of
Hamotzi, therefore, egg matzah is not usually preferred in place of bread.
Moreover, according to some Poskim, egg matzah is actually considered "valid
Matzah" (i.e. Matzah that is valid for the Mitzvah), which may not be eaten Frev
Pesach. While this is not the accepted view in our communities, it is nevertheless
a Halachic concern,

2: Egg matzah is neither valid "Matzah" nor Chomets

The majority of Poskim rule that egg matzah is not Halachically valid
"Matzah" for the Seder purposes because it is not considered 3 =™ ("Poor
Bread") as its dough contains "rich" ingredients (eggs, fruit juice) in addition to
plain flour and water.
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The Torah refers to the Matzah of Pesach night as 7 =y ("Poor
Bread"), implying that the "bread" of our forefathers in Egypt and
during the Exodus was a simple, basic food. (This is also why the middle
broken Matzah is used for the Mitzvah of Matzah at the Seder; its brokenness
symbolizes poverty, as a pauper who cannot afford a whole loaf and must
suffice with scraps.)*™ Egg Matzah does not have this character. One
can therefore not fulfill the Mitzvah with it on the Seder |:|ig]:tt.13‘;]1

m Why egg Matzah is not Chometz
While egg Matzah is not true Matzah, neither is it Chometz. There are two
reasons for this:

o 1: Baked within 18 minutes: Certified bakeries are careful to bake the
dough within 18 minutes (before the unbaked dough can become
Chometz), as with ordinary Matzah.

o 2: Mei Peiros ingredients: Even if the baking occured after the 18 minute
deadline, most Poskim rule that this kind of dough (mixed in only pure
fruit juice) cannot become Chometz, even if left standing for many
hours. (See also Chapter I; B/e pge. 117] earlier for further elaboration.)

3: Egg Matzah may not be eaten after Z'man Issur Achillah Shabbos morning

One might think that the use of egg Matzos for this Shabbos/Erev Pesach
offers a perfect risk-free solution for washing to Hamotzi with non-Chometz
bread. However, in fact, some Poskim classify egg Matzah as a form of Chometz
Nuksheh (which is forbidden M’ derabonon, see Chapter 1, D/c [pge. 130]).

Therefore, one must not consume egg Matzah any time after the £ 'man Issur
Achillah on Shabbos morning. (Note: The Z manim, i.e. deadlines of Issur
Achillah, Bittul, and Biur typically occur in the late moming of Erev Pesach, as
determined each year by the current calendar.)

Indeed, the Ramoh rules that healthy persons may not eat egg matzah
during Pesach or in the eve of Pesach (after the hour when Chometz
may no longer be eaten, i.e. the Z'man of Issur ﬁchillah.}"m]

Thererfore, even when opting for egg Matzos, it might be wise to treat it as
Chometz, and follow the 13 steps described earlier for families eating bread at
the table.

4: At least one whole egg Matzah (Kebe’ah) should be eaten at each meal
Tf one chooses egg Matzos, the following simple rules must be remembered:
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» 1) Eat one whole Matzah: One should eat at least one whole egg matzah
(two Keziesim=Kebe’ah), if possible. (Less than one matzah might be
insufficient for washing with the Brocha "Al N’tilas Yadayim".)

+ 2) Egg Matzah after mid-morning forbidden: One may not no longer
eat any egg Matzah after the Z'man of Issur Achillah on Shabbos
morning, which is Erev Pesach.

= 3) Egg Matzah should be treated as Chometz: One should preferably

treat egg Matzah as regular Chometz (i.e. treat the crumbs and leftovers
as Chometz.

If one cannot eat a whole egg matzah at the Shabbos night or momning meals,
he must at the very minimum, eat no less than the same volume of regular matzah
that he would ordinarily be in the habit of eating at a meal. For example, one
who ordinarily eats half' a matzah when washing for a meal must eat at least that
same volume of egg matzah, or he cannot wash and "Bench", """

However, he would not be permitted to make the Brocha of "Al N'ytilas
Yadayim" on less than a whole matzah." When using egg Matzah for the
Seudos, one must make certain to eat some other foods as well (e.g. fish, meat
etc.) so as to have the character of a genuine meal.
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